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Benefits of Composting:
· Improves soil fertility and stimulates healthy root development in plants.

· Enhances soil structure, texture and aeration.

· Increases the soils water-holding capacity, and loosens clay soils.

· Provides food for microorganisms, keeping soil in a healthy condition.

· Only a small investment in time required, and at almost no cost.
· Provides mulch for flower and vegetable gardens.
· Use for landscape beds and lawn preparation, and mix it with potting soil.

· Helps off-set the growing waste disposal problem in our communities.
What to Compost: 
· Tree leaves, grass clippings, straw, non woody plant trimmings, wood ashes, vegetarian animal manure, coffee grounds, eggshells, melon rinds, vegetable scraps, carrot peelings, tea bags, apple cores, banana peels and seaweed.
What not to Compost:

· Meat, bones, grease, whole eggs, dairy products, manure from meat eating animals, ashes from coal or charcoal, fish scraps, lime, and weeds.
Portable Compost Bin

3’ x 3’ x 3’ square constructed with:
· Rust resistant hinges and security gate hook and eye latches.
· Galvanized wire mesh (hardware cloth)

· Pressure treated lumber and pine 2x4 construction

· All corner joints glued with construction grade adhesive and screwed.
This composting unit is very flexible. It can be moved easily to turn pile or to build a new pile.  Simply undo the spring loaded security latches, pull apart the sides and move it.  It can be used as a stationary unit, and works well in small spaces. 
Compost Bin Raffle





As part of the 2006 Darien Arbor Day Celebration, The Gift of Carl Foundation donated 30 hand-made compost bins to encourage the backyard recycling of yard waste.  Winners were residents of Darien, and were required to submit an entry ticket.  Winning tickets were drawn by the students of the Lads & Lassies Pre-school, held at the Darien Swim and Racket Club, in Darien, Illinois.








