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Composting Tips:
· Location:
· Should be exposed to at least partial sunshine to help heat the pile.
· Should be exposed to rain.  Do not cover. 

· If possible, locate close to where it will be used.

· Place it where it will not interfere with activities in the yard, or offend neighbors.

· Do not locate the compost bin near a well, or on a slope that drains to surface water.

· Adequate moisture is essential for good decomposing.  Normal Illinois rainfall is usually enough, but during dry spells, you can add enough water so that the pile is damp, but does not remain soggy.

· Turn the pile once or twice a month.  The material in the center heats up, and decomposes faster, and turning the material will minimize any odors.  A well mixed compost pile will reach higher temperatures, and will help destroy weed seeds.
· When raking up the Autumn leaves, piling them high in a flower bed will allow the previous year’s leaves more time to fully decompose.  Over the winter the leaves in the flower bed will compress.  Then in the Spring, you remove the compost from the previous year, and fill the bin with the leaves from the past Autumn.

· Grinding leaves prior to putting them in the compost bin will hasten the process.
Using Your Compost Bin





There are several ways to compost yard and kitchen waste.  Differences in exposure to sunlight, rainfall, and wind can affect the speed of the decomposing process, as will particle size and the use of fertilizer and lime.  There is a wealth of information on the use of compost bins, and the different ways to compost, available on the internet or at your local library.








